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water wisdom recognized

Sustainable, holistic approach to water management
helps PUB Singapore win prestigious water award

An island nation of 4.5 million people, Singapore faces the
challenge of developing the infrastructure needed to support
a densely populated country with limited access to resources.
Through strategic planning, visionary leadership and a strong
emphasis on sustainability, government leaders have taken a
holistic approach to total water resource management.

Stockholm Water Industry Award

The successes of this integrated approach led PUB, Singapore’s
water agency, to be honored with the Stockholm Water Industry
Award. This prestigious award, presented on August 15 in
Stockholm, is the water industry’s cquivalent of the Nobel Prize.

“PUB has worked hard over the last 40 years to overcome
our water challenges and put in place a sustainable water supply
for our people through the establishment of the Four National
Taps strategy,” said Khoo Teng Chye, chief executive of PUB.
*“This strategy is driven by a clear vision of what it takes to
be sustainable in water—investing in technology, timely and
cost-effective execution by public sector agencies and close
partnerships with the business sector and the community.”

The award cited PUB as “an exemplary model of integrated
water management in a framework of good policy and innovative
engineering solutions.”

The Stockholm Water Industry Award was first awarded in
2000 to recognize innovative corporate development of water and
wastewater process technologies, contributions to environmental
enhancement through improved performance in production
processes, new products and other significant contributions by
businesses and industries to meet global water-related challenges.

Quest for water leadership

During the next five years, the Singapore government will
invest $$330 million (US$228 million) to further develop
the water sector. By 2015, the water industry is expected to
contribute $$1.7 billion (US$1.1 billion) to Singapore’s gross
domestic product as well as provide 11,000 new jobs.

The country is well on its way to achieving its vision of
becoming a global hub of water industry expertise. Several
multinational water companies and organizations, including
CH2M HILL and the International Water Association, have
established regional headquarters in Singapore. Water research
centers are being created throughout the country to spur study
and innovation. Singapore is also partnering with the World
Health Organization to share its lessons learned about sustainable
water management with other countries.

Next June, Singapore will host the inaugural Singapore
International Water Week to bring together 6,000 government
officials, industry leaders and water specialists. The event
promises to further establish Singapore as a leader in the global
water industry,
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